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Abstract 

This study explores the integration of local cultural values into character education 

through an integrative literature review approach. Grounded in recent frameworks 

for educational and cultural studies, this research synthesizes findings from academic 

sources published between 2015 and 2024 to examine how indigenous wisdom 

strengthens moral and civic development in students. The analysis identifies three 

dominant models—Transmission, Participatory, and Transformative—each 

contributing distinctively to embedding cultural values in learning practices. The 

Transformative Model emerges as the most effective, fostering reflective, empathetic, 

and socially aware learners. Findings also highlight the crucial roles of educators, 

communities, and policymakers in ensuring that local wisdom becomes an intrinsic 

part of the educational process. Despite its potential, implementation challenges 

persist, including limited teacher competencies, insufficient cultural resources, and the 

erosion of traditional values amid globalization. The study recommends targeted 

teacher training, curriculum reform, and stronger collaboration with cultural 

stakeholders. By positioning local culture as the foundation of character education, 

Indonesia can cultivate globally competitive yet culturally grounded citizens who 

embody moral integrity and national identity. This integration aligns with the Merdeka 

Belajar initiative and contributes to the preservation of Indonesia’s diverse cultural 

heritage in the modern educational landscape. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Character education has emerged as one of the fundamental pillars in fostering human 

resources that exhibit integrity and competitiveness in a globalized world. In the Indonesian 

context, the significance of character education is profoundly intertwined with local cultural 

roots that embody the nation's identity. The rich tapestry of local culture reflects core values 

such as community cooperation, civility, responsibility, hard work, and respect for others 

and the environment (Jamilah et al., 2024; , (Sakman et al., 2024; , Wantik et al., 2024). These 

values have existed organically in societal practices long before the formal introduction of 

character education in educational settings, thereby creating a vital connection between 

educational practice and cultural heritage (Sariyatun & Marpelina, 2024; , Sutrisno et al., 

2021). Effectively embedding these cultural values in the educational framework can result in 

a more holistic development of students—balancing intellectual capabilities with a robust 

character formed through culturally relevant experiences (Sakman et al., 2024; , Citra et al., 

2023). 

However, the relentless waves of globalization and modernization often overshadow 

and erode these enduring local values, resulting in a concerning cultural dissonance among 

the youth. Younger generations increasingly identify more with foreign cultures, frequently 
neglecting their indigenous roots. Such a phenomenon poses a significant challenge for 

educational stakeholders to implement a curriculum that not only recognizes but actively 

integrates local cultural values within the national character education framework 

(Danugroho, 2024; , Koirala & Neupane, 2023). The reorientation of curricula that reinstates 

local wisdom is imperative, as it may help cultivate learners who possess not only intellectual 
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aptitude but also a profound sense of identity and belonging rooted in their cultural heritage 

(Dewantara et al., 2021; , Baecher-Lind et al., 2023). Transitioning towards such an 

educational paradigm requires intentional efforts from educators, policymakers, and 
community stakeholders (Barakat et al., 2022). 

The primary objective of this literature review is to analyze the concept of integrating 

local cultural values within character education, critically evaluating contemporary 

pedagogical approaches employed in learning contexts. This review will also identify 

actionable models and frameworks that bear relevance to the intricacies of educational 

practice in Indonesia (Grewal et al., 2024; , Becerra & Mejía, 2025). The exploration merges 

theoretical insights with practical applications, thereby providing dual contributions to both 

academia and policy formulation. Delving into this subject will illuminate pathways toward a 

nuanced understanding of how local values can shape and enrich educational practices, 

fostering a generation of students whose identities are grounded in their cultural contexts 

(Dlamini, 2023; , Nursafitri et al., 2023). 

Conclusively, the integration of local wisdom into character education is not merely 

an additive process but a transformative journey that redefines educational practices to be 

more relevant and efficacious in nurturing responsible citizens (Cowie et al., 2023). This 

integration emerges as an essential strategy in the broader educational reform aimed at 

bolstering national identity and cohesion amid the challenges posed by globalization and 

cultural homogenization. By actively engaging with local cultural narratives and embedding 

them within character education, we not only enhance the educational landscape but also 

preserve and promote the rich cultural fabric that characterizes humanity (Xu et al., 2024; , 

Shih, 2022). Such efforts will undoubtedly lay a solid foundation for future generations to 

thrive both as scholars and stewards of their heritage while embracing the diverse global 

community. 

 

METHODS 

This research employs a literature review method with an integrative-critical approach 

to synthesize findings from diverse academic sources, examining their relevance to character 

education grounded in local cultural values. This approach aligns with recent frameworks for 

literature reviews, facilitating an in-depth exploration of prevailing themes and concepts in the 

realm of character education within a cultural context (Susilo et al., 2022). The stages of the 

research involve systematic identification of literature, encompassing journal articles, books, 
and research reports published between 2015 and 2024, specifically within the fields of 

character education, educational anthropology, and cultural studies, sourced from well-

established database platforms such as Scopus and Google Scholar (-, 2024). The inclusion 

criteria focus on literature that delves into the integration of local cultural values into formal, 

non-formal, and informal education settings primarily in Indonesia and other Southeast Asian 

countries with similar cultural backgrounds. This literature encompasses a variety of character 

education methods and highlights key cultural attributes that influence educational practices 

(Muassomah et al., 2020; Pajriah et al., 2023). The thematic analysis segment targets the 

identification of primary themes, including: (a) concepts of culture-focused character 

education, (b) pedagogical strategies, (c) dominant local cultural values, and (d) actual 

implementation models within schools (Asri & Deviv, 2023). The synthesis of outcomes 

critically examines current findings, comparing and contrasting studies to develop a coherent 

model for integrating local wisdom aligned with the Merdeka Belajar curriculum framework 

implemented in Indonesia (Junaidi & Rohmani, 2024). This literature review approach is 

particularly chosen for its capacity to elucidate contemporary research trends and provide a 
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comprehensive theoretical mapping of character education (Arianti et al., 2023; Herlina et al., 

2024). 

The thematic analysis strategy entails a rigorous evaluation of literature, aiming to 
distill vital components that inform educational policy and practice. Previous studies 

underscore the effectiveness of integrating character education as a means of instilling 

resilience among students, a skill increasingly crucial in a global context inundated with rapid 

technological changes and cultural shifts (Shinta et al., 2024; Suciati et al., 2023). The literature 

also points to effective pedagogical frameworks that incorporate local values, enhancing 

student engagement and promoting a deeper sense of identity (Marni et al., 2024; Fepriyanti 

& Roqib, 2024). One study emphasizes the role of history education as a vital element in 

developing students' ethical and moral frameworks necessary for navigating contemporary 

societal complexities (Utaminingsih et al., 2023). It is evident that a strategic blend of culture 

and education aids in overcoming the challenges faced by educators in instilling character 

values in increasingly diverse classrooms (Rahayu & Dong, 2023; Hafizi, 2023). To ensure that 

research findings contribute meaningfully to the ongoing discourse in character education, 

data synthesis not only juxtaposes newly gathered findings with existing literature but also 

constructs a coherent model for local cultural integration that resonates with the objectives 

of the Merdeka Belajar initiative (Jailani, 2023). This integration promises to fortify the 

connection between educational institutions and the cultural fabric of society, fostering a 

more enriching learning environment that acknowledges and celebrates local cultural heritages 

(Aditama & Hendarman, 2023). The relevance of this literature review is further underscored 

by contemporary perspectives on education that call for a balance between cognitive 

development and ethical cultivation, ensuring students emerge not just as intellectuals but as 

responsible global citizens as well (Vazquez-Marin et al., 2023; Afriana & Rokhimawan, 2022). 

By framing these insights within a local cultural context, the research endeavors to contribute 

to a broader narrative concerning the evolution of character education that is adaptable and 

sensitive to the realities of today's society (Saputra et al., 2023; Sayuti et al., 2023). 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

1. Concept of Local Culture-Based Character Education 

Local culture-based character education embodies an educational approach that 

integrates moral and ethical values through local wisdom inherent in society. According to 

Lickona (2018), character education extends beyond merely teaching right from wrong; it 
actively forms moral habits in individuals. In the Indonesian context, local culture serves as a 

fertile ground for transmitting these values in a way that is contextualized and meaningful 

(Hidayati et al., 2020; , Arjaya et al., 2024). Core cultural values such as "gotong royong" 

(mutual cooperation), "musyawarah" (deliberation), and respect for elders are tangible 

representations of the national character that shape the identity of the nation. When these 

values are embedded into curricula and learning practices, students not only comprehend 

them cognitively but also have opportunities to experience and enact these values in their 

daily lives, fostering deeper internalization (Tiro et al., 2024; , Munisa et al., 2024; , Wibawa 

& Awaliah, 2023; , Suciati et al., 2023). 

Moreover, effective local culture-based character education requires the alignment of 

educational methods with culturally relevant pedagogies that resonate with students (Hidayat 

& Yatminiwati, 2023; , Gunada et al., 2024). The infusion of local cultural narratives and 

practices not only educates but also empowers learners to become socially aware individuals 

who appreciate and uphold their cultural heritage. The successful integration of local wisdom 

is contingent upon the collaborative efforts of educators, families, and communities, as they 
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each play vital roles in promoting the understanding and practice of these character values 

(Hidayati et al., 2020; , Sabil et al., 2023). This process establishes a sense of belonging and 

pride among students, thereby fostering a solid foundation for character development in 
contemporary society (Hendrawan et al., 2023; , (Sukirno et al., 2023; . Each element of local 

wisdom—be it through storytelling, participatory practices, or traditional rituals—

contributes to a holistic education that nurtures students' social-emotional growth and moral 

grounding. 

2. Strategies for Integrating Local Cultural Values 

The integration of local cultural values within character education can be enhanced 

through various strategic approaches, each designed to effectively contextualize traditional 

values within modern educational frameworks. One prominent method is through 

curriculum integration, whereby local values are woven into subjects such as Civic Education, 

Indonesian Language, and Social Studies. Educators can use local folklore, proverbs, or 

regional traditions as instructional materials, thereby providing culturally relevant contexts 

for students (Sukirno et al., 2023; , Ardiansyah et al., 2024). Additionally, the development 

of extracurricular activities—such as traditional dance, local games, and cultural 

competitions—serves to strengthen the internalization of cultural values among students in 

a more interactive and engaging manner (Novitasari & Walid, 2024). 

Moreover, adopting a project-based learning model encourages students to engage 

directly with local cultural issues, such as documenting traditional practices or conducting 

community service projects rooted in local wisdom (Mansur & Sholeh, 2024; , Prawiyogi et 

al., 2023). Collaboration with community leaders and cultural organizations provides students 

with direct experiences and insights into the values that underpin their local cultures, 

fostering a deeper connection to their heritage (Muhammad et al., 2022; , Hadi et al., 2023). 

The implementation of these educational strategies aligns well with the tenets of the Merdeka 

Belajar initiative, which advocates for contextual, flexible learning that emphasizes character 

development (Polizzi & Harrison, 2022). Educational policies that incorporate local cultural 

values are instrumental in cultivating a learning environment conducive to character 

formation, enabling students to evolve into culturally competent individuals who are 

prepared to navigate their communities and the global landscape (Subur et al., 2024; , Emelfa 

& Ramadhan, 2024). 

3. Models for Implementing Local Culture-Based Character Education 

Analysis of current research reveals three principal models for implementing local 
culture-based character education: the Transmission Model, the Participatory Model, and the 

Transformative Model. The Transmission Model positions educators as primary facilitators 

of cultural values through lectures and storytelling, emphasizing the importance of modeling 

desirable behaviors (Sogen et al., 2024; , Baderiah & Munawir, 2024). Conversely, the 

Participatory Model actively engages students in cultural practices, such as traditional 

ceremonies and community events, reinforcing their social engagement and sense of identity 

(Mashami et al., 2023; , Fairus et al., 2024). Among these approaches, the Transformative 

Model is deemed most effective, as it leverages local cultural values as a foundation for 

providing innovative learning experiences that nurture creativity, empathy, and social 

awareness (Aris & Wijaya, 2023). 

This model is particularly impactful because it not only instills values but also 

promotes a reflective mindset, equipping students with skills to adapt to social changes and 

challenges (Verawati & Ramdani, 2024). Implementing a transformative approach empowers 

students to recognize and celebrate their cultural identities while promoting critical thinking 

about their roles in society (Hasnadi, 2023; , Adam et al., 2024). Findings from various studies 
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indicate that students exposed to transformative educational experiences exhibit heightened 

capacities for both individual and collective action in addressing societal challenges, 

demonstrating the significant role of education in shaping conscientious citizenship (Nur, 
2022; , Aura et al., 2023). Therefore, educators must adopt and adapt these models to suit 

the specific cultural contexts of their institutions, recognizing that the integration of local 

wisdom is not merely an educational enhancement but a fundamental component of 

character education (Harun et al., 2020). Providing the necessary resources and training for 

educators to implement these models effectively remains a key challenge and an area for 

further research and policy development (Yulianto et al., 2023; , Setya et al., 2024). 

4. Challenges and Recommendations 

Despite the clear benefits of implementing local culture-based character education, 

various challenges persist. A significant issue is the lack of teacher competency in 

contextualizing local cultural knowledge within pedagogy, which can hinder effective 

integration (Marlina et al., 2023; , Yoseptry, 2022). This gap may stem from insufficient 

professional development opportunities focused on cultural competencies and local wisdom 

(Haq et al., 2022). Additionally, the scarcity of relevant teaching materials and resources 

further complicates educators' efforts to deliver culturally responsive education (Ediwar et 

al., 2023; , Andriani et al., 2023). The pervasive influence of globalization also introduces a 

risk of cultural dilution among youth, as they increasingly adopt foreign values over their 

indigenous ones (Saidek, 2023; , Hairida & Setyaningrum, 2020). 

To address these challenges, it is imperative to provide comprehensive training for 

educators focused on local wisdom and cultural competency. Schools should invest in the 

development of contextual teaching modules that incorporate local content, ensuring that 

resources are available for educators to utilize in their classrooms (Musi et al., 2022; , Nur 

& Zubair, 2022). Furthermore, educational policies must prioritize local culture as a 

fundamental aspect of national character formation, thereby reinforcing the significance of 

cultural heritage within the educational landscape (Hallatu, 2023; , Yulianti, 2023). 

Collaboration with community stakeholders and cultural organizations can enhance 

educational practices, allowing for experiential learning opportunities that reinforce local 

values (Abdullah et al., 2022; , Pernantah et al., 2022). In summary, fostering character 

education rooted in local wisdom requires coordinated efforts to develop teacher 

competencies, create culturally relevant materials, and maintain a robust commitment to 

indigenous values in the face of globalization (Wicaksono et al., 2023; , Kusnadi, 2023; , 
Darmayenti et al., 2021). 

 

CONCLUSION 

The integration of local cultural values into character education represents a transformative 

pathway for developing learners who are intellectually competent, morally grounded, and 

culturally aware. This literature review demonstrates that character formation rooted in local 

wisdom fosters a balanced relationship between knowledge acquisition and moral cultivation. 

Among various educational frameworks, the Transformative Model proves to be the most 

responsive to contemporary needs, promoting critical reflection, empathy, and adaptability in 

a multicultural society. However, challenges such as teacher preparedness, lack of contextual 

materials, and the influence of globalization necessitate comprehensive educational reforms 

and community participation. Strengthening teacher competencies through professional 

training, contextual curriculum development, and collaboration with cultural institutions are 

key to ensuring sustainability. Ultimately, integrating local cultural values is not only an 

educational imperative but also a moral responsibility to preserve Indonesia’s cultural identity 
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while preparing students to thrive in the global era. This approach reinforces the vision of 

Merdeka Belajar, bridging traditional heritage with modern educational innovation to shape 

future generations of ethical and culturally rooted citizens. 
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